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Introduction
A. So many Christians are living lives that never make it to Christian maturity and service to our Lord.
B. It’s almost as if they are stunted in their spiritual development. 
C. They pass Go but seem to get hung up on the baby steps of the Christian life. 
D. I think and believe that maybe they don’t understand some of the basics of the how God calls us. 
E. There are four major calls of God on mankind. Let’s look at them together this morning. 

I. The Call Of SALVATION
A. God’s call of salvation goes out to all humans.
B. Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in HIS sight….JESUS loves the little children of the world!
1 John 4:14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
C. We are lost without Christ, and on our way to hell! If He doesn’t save us, we will die and go to hell!

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  17 For God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 
D. God wants all humans to be saved….yet many will die lost!
E. Why?
F. Because they refuse to be saved!

1 Timothy 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

G.  Are you saved yet?
H. If not, don’t leave this building today without taking care of it!
I. If you are saved, it doesn’t stop there. 
J. God has some other things that He expects from you.
K. So many believers in churches like this one are stuck on the first call. Like being stuck on home plate and not being able to move forward. 
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II. The Call of SANCTIFICATION
A. The Greek word translated "sanctification" (hagiasmos) means "holiness." To sanctify, therefore, means "to make holy."

B. The generic meaning of sanctification is "the state of proper functioning." To sanctify someone or something is to set that person or thing apart for the use intended by its designer. A pen is "sanctified" when used to write. Eyeglasses are "sanctified" when used to improve sight. 

C. In the theological sense, things are sanctified when they are used for the purpose God intends. A human being is sanctified, therefore, when he or she lives according to God's design and purpose.

D. For you to “sanctify” yourself means to set yourself apart for the Lord’s use. You start being and doing what God intended for you to be and do.

	1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

	Philipians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

C. God wants and expects those that follow HIM to start acting like HIS people.  	

Joshua 3:5 And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you. 

D. The daily warfare you face is normal. When the Jews entered the promised land, they had to fight for every square inch of it!

E. For you to Sanctify yourself for God’s use requires you to do daily battle in your own personal war against sin and the flesh! You will have to fight for every square inch of victory over sin and the flesh in your personal life. 

 F. Paul wrote about this battle in Galatians. 
.	Gal.  5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
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	Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.  20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

G. Someone has likened it to having two dogs inside of you, one good, the other bad. They are always fighting each other. The one you feed the most is the one that will win out in your life. 

H.  Our responsibility after we believe is to defeat the old dog! The old man that has controlled me until salvation.

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

2 Tim 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

John 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

I. Before you are ready to become a teacher or leader for the Lord, you must be winning the battles in your private war against sin!

J. So many people come to Christ and start coming to church and they jump into a teaching spot or mentoring spot, many times with young people or children. 
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K. They need to heed the second call of God first. There will be plenty of time for teaching and mentoring when you master your own weaknesses.


III. The Call Of SEPARATION
2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  
A. There are some people and some places that will 
make you fall if you stay around them.
1 Peter 4:1  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;  2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.  

1 Peter 4:3 For the time past of our life May suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 4  Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:  You cannot, and will not go higher with God, in your spiritual life, without separating from evil and evil doers.
B. If you are a single believer, you shouldn’t date or marry an unbeliever. A Christian businessman shouldn’t go into partnership with an non-believer. 
C. If you used to go to clubs before you were saved, you don’t need to go there anymore!
D. If you are going to be serious with God and accomplish something for Him, you are going to have to separate yourself from people that are dragging you back into your old sins, or introducing to you to new ones!!


IV. The Call of SERVICE
Matthew 22:8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy.  9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.  10 So those servants went out into the highways, 
and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 
	
Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
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A.  You age or gender does not matter!!
Jesus said…. Matt. 4:19 Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.  20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.

B.  All Christians are called into God’s service!
Matt. 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

C. Some follow, some do not…
Matt. 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

V.  What Call Are You Hearing Today?











